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LONG LOAD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Long Load Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Long Load on Tuesday 19 November 2019.

(7.30 pm - 8.40 pm)
Present:

	Cllr Marsha White (Chair)
Cllr Pat Collins (Vice Chair)
Cllr Dave May
Cllr Richard Collis
Cllr Diana Taylor

	 



Ms Dawn Porter (Clerk)
Cllr Neil Bloomfield District & County
Cllr Louise Clarke District
4 residents of the village


1. Apologies for absence

There were no apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest were raised.

3. Matters arising

There were no matters arising – all issues are already on the agenda.

Cllr Marsha White welcomed District Councillor Louise Clarke to the meeting.

4. DC/CC Reports

Cllr Neil Bloomfield reported that the District Council had started their transformation programme 18 months ago.  

The Council has invested £10 million in a battery facility outside of Taunton which is expected to help carry the load on the supply of energy.

Health & Welfare Grants were reinstated but have now been frozen as a general election has been called.

The County Council have said that Martock speed devices are non-compliant – Martock is looking into this.

5. Footpaths

Clerk Dawn Porter has written two letters to the District Council.  One concerns La Lade Caravan site and the second concerning the footpath.  It was noted that there is still building works going on at the caravan site.

Both letters were approved by the Council to send.

Cllr Richard Collis brought to the attention of the meeting that the footpath has now been cut back and members of the public are able to walk through.  The path to the bridge however has not been cut back and the signage is in poor condition.

Cllr Pat Collins suggested that perhaps the Parish Council could pay for the signage.  Cllr Marsha White was unsure as to whether this would be permitted.

A letter from Olwen Herridge was noted by the Council and it was agreed that the points in her letter are covered in the letter to the District Council.

Cllr Pat Collins brought to the attention of the Council that the cows in the field were over boisterous and this is not safe where there is a public footpath.

6. Correspondence & Planning Application

A letter from Olwen Herridge was noted as above in point 5 under the heading Footpaths.

A planning appeal from Barratt Homes re 120 homes in Martock was received.  Copies were passed to the Councillors with instructions for viewing the appeal online.

7. Broadband

It was noted that Sarah Badger was not present at the meeting.

Clerk Dawn Porter reported that Pitminster Parish Council were working with Openreach on a community self-funded and government funded scheme.  Clerk Dawn Porter will get more information from Pitminster to ascertain if the scheme would be relevant to Long Load.

The Council have got no further with this issue.

8. Money Raised from Bier

No further suggestions have been put forward for these funds.

Cllr Marsha White suggested that a village defibrillator may be a good idea.  Someone in the village had passed away at home and someone in Long Sutton had collapsed outside the shops – the defibrillator was implemented and the gentleman was resuscitated.

There were concerns voiced previously regarding vandalism.  Cllr Neil Bloomfield noted that Martock have 2 or 3 defibrillators and they have never had a problem with vandalism.

The Council thought that using the money for a defibrillator is a good idea.  Members of the public present were consulted and all agreed.  Cllr Neil Bloomfield would find out where Martock got theirs and report to the Council.

9. Village Seat

The seat is temporarily outside behind the village hall.  Cllr Marsha White was unsure where we could put the seat.  It was noted that people liked to sit on the seat under the tree in the churchyard but it was also noted that technically this is now a private garden.  The churchyard is open from 9am to 4pm.  We need to contact Suzanne Weeks and ascertain if they want the seat back in the churchyard.

10.  Defibrillator

Discussed under Point 8 on the agenda.

11.  Accounts

Two cheques were written:
Clerk Salary and reimbursement for the poppy wreath.

12.  Public Participation

There were some concerns from the residents present at the meeting regarding the patching of the holes in Church Lane.  Highways had missed the biggest one.  It was agreed to put this on the agenda for the next meeting.

13.  Date of Next Meeting

 The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 17 December 2019.

14.  Any Other Business

The matter of traffic enforcement was raised.  Cllr Neil Bloomfield said that Martock have the capacity to rent their equipment out.  The cost to have it installed is £75 for one week or £100 for two weeks.  Data is sent via email with speeds recorded in both directions.  The information can then be sent to the police to identify if Long Load have a problem with speeding.  Item will be added to agenda for the next meeting.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Chairman Cllr Marsha White declared the meeting closed.

	
	..……………………………………Chairman



