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LONG LOAD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Long Load Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Long Load on Tuesday 22 June 2021.

(7.30 pm - 8.30 pm)
Present:

	Cllr Marsha White (Chair)
Cllr Pat Collins (Vice Chair)
Cllr Richard Collis
Cllr Diana Taylor
Cllr Dave May
Clerk Dawn Porter

	 





1. Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Neil Bloomfield

2. Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest were raised.

3.	Matters arising

The matter of the defibrillator was discussed and postponed to the meeting in September.

4.	DC/CC Reports

There were no councillors from County or District at the meeting.  Cllr Neil Bloomfield had sent his apologies and confirmed that he would be attending the meeting in July.

Timing of meetings was discussed and agreed that meetings could be changed to bi-monthly.  District and County councillors are not able to attend every meeting and it was agreed that the July meeting will take place then meetings will be held bi-monthly with the next meeting being September 2021.

5.	La Lade Caravan Site

Concerns were raised that no-one is monitoring or policing the caravan site.  Cllr Marsha White suggesting contacting the licensing officer to get a copy of the licence for the site.  Cllr Pat Collins confirmed that he had spoken to Natural England who informed him that they were investigating.  Clerk Dawn Porter to try and find out who the current licensing officer is.

It was generally agreed that there is not a lot the Parish Council can do about the site if the planning officers do not enforce it.

An email was received from a member of the public regarding an issue at the caravan site.  It was discussed and agreed that the issue in question was not a matter for the Parish Council but a matter for the police and the issue should be reported to them.

The same email referred to the state of the footpath.  Cllr Richard Collis agreed that some parts of the footpath are not accessible.  Clerk Dawn Porter to contact the footpaths officer at County.

Cllr Pat Collins pointed out that the footbridge has had a closure notice until July 2022 and it has now been closed for a year since it was damaged.  This footpath belongs to Ash Parish Council, and they have not been able to get anywhere with pushing this on.  Clerk Dawn Porter to contact the clerk at Ash Parish Council and the footpaths officer at County.

6.	Church Lane

The road in Church Lane is in a very poor condition.  The road surface, particularly the edges of the road, are crumbling.  It was agreed that the road has not been maintained for a long time.  Clerk Dawn Porter to write letter to Highways and suggest a site visit with a view to resurfacing the road, copying in Cllr Neil Bloomfield.

7.	Correspondence & Planning

There were no planning applications.
Correspondence – email as referred to in number 5 above.

8.  	Traffic Enforcement

Cllr Marsha White agreed that she is in favour of the smiley face traffic enforcement equipment as used by Martock.  It was agreed that clerk Dawn Porter would contact Cllr Neil Bloomfield regarding borrowing their equipment 4 times annually and find out how much it would cost to purchase the equipment.  Cllr Pat Collins suggested that if we cannot use the equipment from Martock then we could approach Long Sutton regarding sharing their equipment.

9.  	Lengthsman

Cllr Marsha White had advertised the position and received no response.  It was agreed that the position would have to be a self employed one as they would have the correct liability insurances.  

Cllr Pat Collins believes that Long Sutton may be using Craig Howe.  Clerk Dawn Porter to contact Long Sutton and find out who they are using.

Cllr Diana Taylor suggested that it may be worth looking into using young offenders ie those who are required to carry out community service tasks.  Clerk Dawn Porter to find out who we contact regarding this.

10.  	Churchyard Responsibilities

The property attached to the churchyard is now empty.  Cllr Diana Taylor confirming that the Weeks have definitely sold the property.  Cllr Marsha White believes that contractors have been in to cut the grass but it is the responsibility of the owners to maintain the walls and the churchyard.  It is believed that Symonds & Sampson are the agents for the property and clerk Dawn Porter will contact them regarding the contractors and maintenance.

11.  	Website Update

Clerk Dawn Porter confirmed that the website was fully upgraded on 1 June 2021 and is now fully compliant with the accessibility requirements.

12.  	Future Meeting Frequency

As agreed in number 4 above, meetings will change to bi-monthly from September.  The following meeting will then be held in November and so on.

13.	Accounts

No cheques were written.  We are still having problems with bank statements being sent.  Clerk Dawn Porter has an appointment with the manager of Natwest Taunton and hopes that this will be resolved.

14.	Public Participation

There were no members of the public present at the meeting.

15.	Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 20 July 2021.

16.  Any other business

There was nothing further to discuss.


Chairman Cllr Marsha White declared the meeting closed.
	
	..……………………………………Chairman



